
Parent Guide for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)                                     Educational Eligibility for Early Childhood
The ASD Eligibility is a team process and as a parent you are the most valuable member. The purpose of the evaluation is to consider educational eligibility in Oregon which is different than a medical diagnosis. Completing this evaluation process will help the team better understand your child and further develop educational program planning. The entire process is reviewed below. Final determination will be made at a team meeting.


Eligibility Process:

· Evaluation steps will only be completed once you have given signed consent.

· You will also be asked to provide consent so that your child’s physician may be asked to complete a simple form to rule out any other conditions that could potentially impact learning.

· An informal home visit will be scheduled, no special preparation is needed. If you have a baby book, this can be helpful in thinking about developmental milestones for your child. During this home visit:

· Staff will complete an observation of your child
· You will complete a Standardized Rating Scale for Autism

· Staff will interview you about your child

· Your child’s teacher will complete an interview and a standardized rating scale for autism (same form that you complete)
· Your child’s team will complete 2 additional observations in various settings. One observation will include a Functional Communication Assessment completed by the Speech Language Pathologist working with your child.  

· The team has 60 school days to complete the evaluation, however, typically it is completed much more quickly.

· Once all information has been collected an eligibility meeting will be scheduled. At this time the team will review all components of the evaluation and provide you with a detailed written report. The team will then make a decision as to whether the eligibility of Autism best describes your child’s learning style. Changes to the IFSP will be made if needed, such as addition of Regional Autism Consultant.
· If your child is found eligible then a referral to regional Autism services will be made.  
What you can do:

· Share information about your child

· Contribute your ideas and suggestions

· Think about your home routines, what is going well, what is challenging?

· Ask any questions you may have
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